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POLICE have warned home
owners to keep an eye on
their hot water systems,
with a spate of thefts in
recent months.
Lake Illawarra police
crime co-ordinator Acting
Senior Sergeant Mark Scott
said dozens of externally
fitted continuous flow or
instantaneous hot water systems had been stolen from
homes in the area.
“Some have been from
new homes, but the majority
have been stolen from premises under construction,”
Sgt Scott said.

On one weekend alone, 18
systems were lifted from a
new unit block under construction, while systems
have also disappeared from
new and old occupied
homes.
Sgt Scott said the systems
were likely being stolen to
be resold by thieves, and
while police had not seen
any of the stolen systems
resurface in the area, he
warned residents to keep an
eye out for anyone selling
under-priced hot water systems.
“If anybody is found with
a stolen one, we will seize it.
It is not a viable option for

people to buy a stolen one,”
Sgt Scott said.
“When you’re purchasing
one, make sure you have
some genuine guarantee it
is a legitimate purchase.”
Sgt Scott said home owners should ensure their
yards were secure, with
ample lighting to illuminate
dark areas down the side of
the house, to deter potential
thieves. He also suggested
home owners could mount
such systems inside the
home rather than outside.
Anyone with information
on such incidents should
contact Lake Illawarra police or Crime Stoppers.

Workers rally to fight privatisation
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Worried: Dozens of Illawarra disability workers took to Albion Park’s streets on Friday afternoon
to protest state government plans to privatise the sector. Bearing placards saying ‘‘shame’’ and
asking the government not to ‘‘sell out skilled staff’’, participants in the Public Service Association
rally hoped to send a clear message to the NSW government as it brings in the National Disability
Insurance Scheme. They are worried the government’s plans to withdraw from the sector by 2018
will lead to a reduction in services and result in more than 14,500 ageing, disability and home care
workers being transferred to the private sector, with no guarantee that their pay and conditions
would be protected.
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Light plane damaged in near-miss
THE pilot of an aerobatics
aircraft was left nursing a
damaged plane, and probably a bruised ego, after a
near-miss with a much larger plane at Albion Park
airport on Friday afternoon.
Historical Aircraft Restoration Society president
Bob De La Hunty told the
Mercury six of his ground

staff were outside the HARS
hangar servicing one of
their planes when a light
aircraft approached the
area about 3.30pm.
Despite radio warnings to
avoid the immediate vicinity, and ground staff ‘‘madly
waving’’ the light plane
away, Mr De La Hunty said
the aircraft only narrowly

missed his HARS plane and
staff, being left with a damaged wing and propeller
after swerving at the last
minute to avoid a collision.
“The plane landed up on
one wing and damaged the
propeller,” he said.
The HARS plane escaped
undamaged and HARS staff
were uninjured.
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is both an eclectic album
of Aussie cover versions and a book of
essays reflecting on life, love and how
not to wear high heels. OZ is out now.
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