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UNSW’s job losses show urgent need for Federal Government 
funding to save higher education 

The Federal Government's failure to support Australia’s higher education sector will see the University of 

NSW cut 500 jobs, says the CPSU NSW.  

The CPSU NSW, which represents professional staff on NSW university campuses, said the offer of 493 

voluntary redundancies, announced by UNSW today could have been avoided had the Morrison 

Government backed higher education during the COVID-19 crisis.  

“It is clear that Australia's high education sector is in a perilous situation – we need JobKeeper in our 

universities now, and then we need a fundamental rethink of the higher education system,” said Troy 

Wright, assistant secretary of the CPSU NSW.  

“We will hold a mass meeting of members tomorrow to make sure their voice is heard clearly during 

negotiations with the university. We will support our members every step of the way and work with the 

university to minimise the disruption to members’ lives. 

“The university sector is in crisis, but it was under pressure long before COVID-19. A lack of proper 

investment made the sector fragmented and over-reliant on international students. 

“The Morrison Government must provide support to the sector, now. The CPSU NSW is not looking for a 

short-term sugar hit to the sector but a sustainable solution that will deliver stability to the system.” 

Professional Staff Zoom meeting  

There is a Professional Staff Zoom meeting today at 12.30pm.  

Please register for this meeting HERE. 

Not a member? Join ONLINE. 

https://twitter.com/psansw?lang=en
http://www.cpsunsw.org.au
https://www.facebook.com/cpsunsw
https://zoom.us/meeting/register/tJAsde-oqj0qE9YXmCExRTEnOtCj-HClNPTV
http://www.cpsunsw.org.au/join

