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• Australia’s climate has warmed by an average of 1.47°C since 1910.
• Sea surface temperatures have increased by an average of 1.05°C since 1900. 

Increase in the frequency of extreme heat events over land and sea.
• Decrease in streamflow at most gauges across Australia since 1975.
• There has been an increase in extreme fire weather, and a longer fire season, 

across large parts of the country since the 1950s.
• Snow depth, snow cover and number of snow days have decreased in alpine 

regions since the late 1950s.
• Oceans around Australia are acidifying and have warmed by more than 1 °C since 

1900, contributing to longer and more frequent marine heatwaves.
• Sea levels are rising around Australia, including more frequent extremes. 

Australia and the Climate Crisis
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Paris Agreement

- 1992 United Nations Framework 
Convention on Climate Change

- 1997 Kyoto Protocol
- 2015 Paris Agreement

- Nationally Determined 
Contributions

- Global Stocktake
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- Australia now has a legislated climate target (Climate Change Act 2022) of 43% 
below 2005 levels by 2030

A Just Transition

10



The University of Sydney

“As a small, open and emissions-intensive economy, reliant on 
inflows of foreign capital and export income as engines of growth, 

Australia can expect to feel the full force of the global 
transition to net zero emissions. Global momentum has never 
been greater, thanks in large part to the Inflation Reduction Act 
2022 in the United States, the European Union’s Green Deal 

Industrial Plan and progress in implementing its Carbon Border 
Adjustment Mechanism.” 

Climate Change Authority 2023

A Just Transition
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A Just Transition

- Climate Change Act 2022 (Cth)
- Umbrella legislation to implement 

Australia's net-zero commitments 
and codifies Australia's 2030 
(43%) and 2050 (0%) GHG 
emissions reductions targets 
under the Paris Agreement

- Safeguard mechanism
- Capacity Investment Scheme (to help 

reach 82% renewables)
- Vehicle emissions standards
- Net Zero Authority

- Climate Change (Net Zero Future) Act 
2023 (NSW)

- Codifies emissions target of 50% 
below 2005 baseline by 2030

- Establishes Net Zero Commission
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A Just Transition
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What Can We Do?

- As individuals, relatively little; as a 
collective, a lot!

- Stay active in the union and labour 
movement

- Join environmental groups (e.g. ACF) 
and environment action groups within 
political parties (e.g. LEAN)

- Join Facebook groups (e.g. Good for 
the Gong)
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