
 

 

PSA CPSU NSW RETIRED ASSOCIATES 
MINUTES OF MEETING 

Held on Tuesday 27 August 2024 at PSA House and by Zoom 
 
 
The meeting was chaired by Dave McKeough, President of the PSA/CPSU NSW Retired 
Associates and commenced at 10.37 am. 
 
1. Acknowledgement of Country – John Walz. 
 
2. Attendance 
 
At PSA House Dave McKeough, Nicola Christie, Robert Asbury, Ysbrand Oosten, John Walz, 
David Clyant, Paul Turner, Robert Ryan, Barry Blanchard, Samson Raman. 
 
PSA Representative Nicole Jess, President. 
 
PSA Guests Siobhan Callinan, Manager, ETIO (Environment, Trade, Industry, Other) and 
Claudia Bianchi, Organisor, ETIO. 
 
By Zoom There was an error in the logon code so no Zoom attendance. 
 
3. Apologies 
 
Carmel McKeough, Mara Tudorin. 
 
MOTION: That the apologies be accepted. 
 
MOVED: John Walz SECONDED:  Robert Asbury 
 
CARRIED Unanimously 
 
4.  Minutes of the Previous Meeting held on 25 June 2024 
 
MOTION: That the minutes be accepted. 
 
MOVED: Nicola Christie SECONDED:  Barry Blanchard 
 
CARRIED: Unanimously 
 
5. Business Arising 
 
5.1 Motion re SSS Superannuation 
 
Awaiting further advice from the Executive.  Nicole Jess will follow up. 
 
5.2 Mental Health 
 
Carmel has arranged for Ruth Davis – Mental Health Nurse (Recently retired) to be our 
December Guest Speaker to discuss looking after mental health and well-being over the 
Christmas/New Year period. 
 
 



 

 
 

5.3 Promotional materials 
 
Continues to be a work in progress 
 
Action: Dave and Carmel to follow up with the Communications team. 
 
5.4 Red Tape Articles 
 
Carmel has written an article on Hugh McKay’s presentation to the Retired Associates meeting 
and is waiting for it to be placed in the Red Tape. 
 
5.5  Reaching out to un-financial members 
 
Continues to be a work in progress. At 70 years of age a lot of members resign because they 
are not eligible for the Provident Fund but they don’t realise what benefits that they still can gain 
from being a member e.g. Union Shopper, free will service and cheap insurances, etc. 
 
Action: Dave McKeough and Carmel McKeough to provide update at next meeting. 
 
6. Reports 
 
6.1 PSA CPSU NSW Executive Update - President Nicole Jess 
 
Pay rise discussions with the government are ongoing. 
There has been no sign-off of award conditions. 
There may be a possible removal of icare from the Workers Compensation area. 
PSA after 3% - 4% pay rise due to inflation. 
Examine Justice and Premiers to form one department. 
There was some fact finding done of why there are so many casual employees  
The Minister came to the meeting and there is an open door to the Minister. 
PSA has a positive feeling from the Minister. 
The Government is looking after the cultural institutions as a whole. 
 
Retired Associates thanked Nicole for her presentation. 
 
6.2 Sydney Retired Unionists Group – Barry Blanchard 
 
Barry Blanchard discussed the work of the Retired Unionists Group which is part of the ACTU. 
The first meeting was held on the 15th of August at PSA House with 15-20 members attending. 
They now have funds in the bank. 
The group’s focus is on the big policies such as Housing, Climate Change and Nuclear War. 
IPEM Group is a member. 
Europe – impact of climate change –  heat leading to the death of seniors. 
There is only individual membership with members coming from Victoria, Blue Mountains, 
Tasmania and South Australia. There is no communication between the Group. 
 
6.3 Quality Aged Care Action Group (QACAG) Meeting 
 
Dave McKeough was not available to attend the QACAG meeting on the 15th of August, 2024. 
The next meeting will be on the 17th of October, 2024. Refer also Attachment 1. 
 
 
 



 

 
 

6.4 Combined Pensioners and Superannuants Association (CPSA)  
 
No report. 
 
7. Correspondence  
 
Nil. 
 
8. Motions on Notice  
 
Nil. 
 
9. General Business 
 
9.1 Vacant Assistant Secretary Position  
 
With the passing of Stan Beal on 12 June 2024, the Committee position of Assistant Secretary 
became vacant.  Ysbrand Oosten was nominated by Robert Asbury to fill the vacancy. John 
Walz seconded the nomination. All in attendance were in agreement. 
 
9.2 Stan Beal’s Funeral 
 
Stan’s funeral was well attended by Stan’s family, PSA staff, also Mike Whitney and many 
members of Stan’s cricket fraternity. 
 
9.3 Other Business 
 
Carmel has arranged for Ash Fowler from the Combined Pensioners & Superannuants 
Association of NSW Inc.to be the Guest Speaker at the October meeting. 
 
Dave McKeough attended an Ageing Well Seminar: Death Dying and Grief on the 8th of August 
at Dougherty Community Centre, Chatswood put on by Kylie Tink MP.  
 
Many topics were covered including: 

 the importance of having a will and having it kept up to date,  
 having a power of attorney;  
 having an enduring guardianship; and 
 making sure your family/friends know about your end of life wishes including palliative 

care and funeral arrangements. 
 

Dave passed around a leaflet from Services Australia explaining who to notify after a person’s 
death. Refer Attachment 2. 
 
Nicola Christie and other attendees briefly spoke about the University of the third Age (U3A) 
and the vast range of courses available.  University of the Third Age Website: 
https://sydneyu3a.org/ 
 
Some discussion was had on Artificial Intelligence (AI) and the Public Service and it was 
agreed that this topic would be good for a future meeting. 
 
Paul Turner asked if the PSA could supply party pies and sausage rolls at the December 
meeting. 



 

 
 

10. Guest Speaker – PSA Organiser Claudia Bianchi and her Manager, Siobhan Callinan 
gave an ETIO Update. 

 
Claudia stated that she had been a PSA Delegate at Taronga Zoo for fifteen years and was a 
Senior Keeper with the bird show section of the Zoo, Indi Culture included and the platypus 
project. 
 
Claudia looks after about thirty different areas across Premier and Cabinet, the Botanical 
Gardens, Centennial Park and the Cultural Institutions. 
 
Cultural Institutions: 
Save them due to Covid-19. 
Casual groups have become an Advisory Group with seventeen members. 
Claudia has monthly meeting with her Delegates. 
 
Cultural Group: 
Working to get what is better for all members. 
There is a difference in pay between different institutions doing the same work. 
Staff are united to standardise pay across all cultural institutions. 
 
Claudia was asked if she could arrange a visit to the Powerhouse Museum at Castle Hill. 
 
Members thanked Siobhan and Claudia for their presentation. 
 
11. Date of Next Meeting  
 
The next meeting of the Retired Associates will be held on Tuesday, 22 October 2024 at PSA 
House or via Zoom, commencing at 10.30am. 

The meeting closed at 12.10pm 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   



 

 
 

Attachment 1. 

 



 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 

Attachment 2. 
 

 
 



 

 
 

 

 
 


