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Re: Inmate Discipline Matters 
 
 
POVB State Executive directs that when performing higher duties, members are not 
to undertake the hearing of disciplinary charges. 
 
This direction is based on concerns regarding the lack of relevant skills and training 
required to conduct such hearings. 
 
The Department is currently reviewing the disciplinary process for charges that have 
already been heard, including decisions that were either upheld or dismissed by our 
members.  
 
The Ombudsman report stated that inmates were being inappropriately ‘targeted’ by 
less senior staff when making these determinations.  This highlights the inadequate 
training provided to members for conducting disciplinary hearings. The direction not 
to participate in these hearings while performing higher duties is made to protect our 
members. 
 
POVB State Executive believes that conducting disciplinary hearings should be 
undertaken by Commissioned Officers only. 
 
Following discussion with the PSA General Secretary, the POVB State Executive 
direct that all inmate disciplinaries be initially referred to either the Visiting Justice or 
NSW Police. 
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